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On Wednesday, February 22, 2017, at 12 noon, the New England Division of the Drug Enforcement 

Administration, the Greater Boston Chapter of Blacks in Government, and the Boston Federal Special 

Emphasis Program Coalition, hosted its Annual Black History Month Program at the JFK Federal 

Building in Boston.  This year's theme, “The Crisis in Black Education,” focused on the crucial role of 

education in the history of African Americans.  

 

The program began with the singing of the National Anthem, followed by Albert P. Angelucci, 

Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the DEA offering welcoming remarks on behalf of the Drug 

Enforcement Administration.  He highlighted the significance of this year’s Black History Month 

theme and the DEA’s commitment to showcasing, sponsoring and promoting Special Emphasis 

Programs.   

 

The program then transitioned to a concert delivered by Gimme 5, a musical band consisting of 

students from Burklee College of Music.  They played and sang the “Black National Anthem” by 

James Weldon Johnson and “What’s Going On” by Marvin Gaye. Their performance truly resonated 

with the audience. 

 



Kathy Best introduced the guest speaker—Tanisha M. Sullivan, Esq.  Ms. Sullivan is the newly 

elected president of the NAACP-Boston Branch.  In this role, she is responsible for helping to develop 

the overall strategic vision for the NAACP- Boston Branch.  With a membership of nearly 1000 

people and a legacy of committed service, the NAACP- Boston Branch has been a leading voice on 

issues of criminal justice, economic development and education in and around the City of Boston. As 

the past Chief Equity Officer of the Boston Public Schools, Ms. Sullivan spoke proficiently about the 

Achievement Gap in the Boston Public School System.  She gave alarming statistics highlighting that 

although Massachusetts out performs all other states in the National Assessment of Educational 

Progress in reading and mathematics assessments in certain categories, Hispanic and African/Black 

students did not differ significantly from the performance of their counterparts nationally.  She 

emphasized that addressing the crisis in black education should be considered one of the most 

important goals in America’s present, and future. 
 

A highpoint of the day’s activities was a surprise visit by US Senator Ed Markey of Massachusetts.  

Senator Marky gave a brief Black history lesson from a Boston perspective.  From the first man to be 

killed in the Boston massacre—Crispus Attucks—to the university where Martin Luther King 

received his Ph. D.—Boston University, Boston has historically been on the forefront of seeding and 

growing equal opportunity for all Americans. 

Albert and Kathy offered closing remarks. Albert highlighted the key points of the guest speaker and 

Kathy thanked the guests and presenters for sharing in the day’s festivities.  Albert then presented the 

guest speaker and band with a gift and a certificate of appreciation.   
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